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As my term as President of the American Urological Association (AUA) comes to an end, I cannot help but 
reflect on several thoughts I initially shared in my inaugural address: “It is imperative the AUA continues 
to grow and change, and to provide the knowledge necessary…for a career of lifelong learning.” During 
the last year I have been proud to lead an organization that works tirelessly to ensure its members are 
provided with the tools, resources and support necessary to meet the wide ranging and ever growing 
demands of our specialty.  
 
Discovery is at the heart of what we do, and the scientific research undertaken within urology has the 
capacity to improve human lives in ways virtually unimaginable a generation ago. This past year our 
Foundation, the Urology Care Foundation, provided nearly $1.5 million in research funding to more than 
70 researchers whose efforts will keep us at the forefront for developing innovative ideas and treatments 
aimed at improving the lives of our patients. We must continue to support our young scientists, as we 
recognize the cures of tomorrow exist in the labs of today. 
 
Led by the efforts of Dr. Aria Olumi, AUA’s research initiatives also continued to expand with the 
introduction of our new research focused IMPACT magazine, the launch of a new research specific 
educational course on AUAUniversity, a cohosted StoneLab Scientific Symposium with the Endourological 
Society, and the second annual Bladder Cancer Research Symposium with the Johns Hopkins University 
Greenberg Bladder Cancer Institute.  
 
As a leading advocate for the specialty of urology, the AUA is always working to communicate members’ 
concerns to leaders at the legislative and regulatory levels. Under the leadership of Dr. Christopher 
Gonzalez, the AUA was able to successfully move its advocacy agenda forward on such key issues as 
physician reimbursement, preserving men's access to prostate cancer screening and physician workforce 
shortages, to name a few. Collaborating with more than 50 patient and research advocacy organizations,  
AUA’s Washington, D.C. team worked to elevate awareness about urological conditions, improve access 
to screenings and health care treatments, and promote increased funding for urological research. 
Furthermore, AUAPAC, AUA’s political action committee, transitioned from its first year and continues to 
serve as a means to provide urologists throughout the country a strong voice in our nation's capital.  
 
Dr. Victor Nitti has overseen the future of education for urologists and urological health care professionals 
worldwide by identifying next generation content, learning platforms and learning modalities, ensuring 
our members continue to receive the quality, evidence-based education for years to come. As a 
compliment to its domestic reach, the AUA has developed a strong global community through its 
international membership and partners, and further increased the exchange of knowledge, education and 
networking opportunities among urologists worldwide. Whether through exchange programs, lectures 
and courses being offered in many countries around the world, the AUA continues its mission to advance 
urological patient care through global education. 
 
None of these incredible accomplishments would have been possible without the more than 500 AUA 
members who volunteer their time, talent and expertise on AUA and Urology Care Foundation boards, 
councils, committees, work groups and guideline panels, and I am incredibly grateful to all of you.    
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I am also proud of the recently announced “The Urology Care Foundation Humanitarian Award” and “The 
Urology Care Foundation Humanitarian Grant Program”, new international initiatives recently announced 
by Urology Care Foundation President Dr. Harris Nagler. The Humanitarian Award recognizes an individual 
or organization for demonstrated commitment to improving access to quality urological health care in 
underserved populations. The Humanitarian Grant Program provides grants to support individuals and 
organizations who provide direct urological care to individuals and communities in underserved areas 
within or outside the United States. These programs truly exemplify the many patient missions being 
carried out globally. 
 
In the spirit of true humanitarianism, I am proud to share that the AUA contributed $150,000 to the 
Foundation to help establish their first endowment and contributed significant additional funds for the 
Foundation to match other grants and establish future endowments. I encourage you to donate to the 
Humanitarian Grant Program to help support those who give of themselves without remuneration and 
respond to the many men, women and children in need. 
 
In my 2019 inaugural address I also stated: “As we look to the future, we must be united as a specialty. 
United, we have the opportunity to affect change.”  Never could I have imagined that less than 1 year 
after I wrote those word the world would be facing a global pandemic the likes of which none of us has 
seen in our lifetime. Those few words from my address last year resonate with me now more than ever. 
 
The COVID-19 crisis has altered our lives professionally and personally in unthinkable ways. Families are 
being sheltered, employees are working from home, and urologists and urological health care 
professionals around the world are being called to serve their communities well outside of their traditional 
area of expertise. As we rise to this incredible challenge, I am amazed but not surprised by the countless 
stories I’ve heard of our members in every corner of the world stepping up to help however possible and 
provide care in areas (from a Level 1 trauma center to a solo practice and everything between) they do 
not customarily support.  These unprecedented circumstances also led the AUA to make the difficult but 
necessary decisions to postpone the Annual Urology Advocacy Summit and cancel the AUA Annual 
Meeting, both of which were scheduled to take place in Washington, D.C.  
 
The Annual Urology Advocacy Summit will now take place August 31-September 2, and attendees can look 
forward to working together to strengthen and unify the voice of urology on policy matters impacting our 
practices and patients. 
 
Unfortunately, given the logistics that go into organizing a meeting the size of AUA’s annual meeting, we 
are unable to reschedule AUA2020. This cancellation becomes just the fifth time in the organization’s 
history an annual meeting will not be held (prior instances were 2 years during World War I and 2 years 
during World War II). While deeply disappointed many colleagues and friends will not be coming together 
in Washington D.C. this month, I am so very proud to be part of an organization that has leveraged the 
technology at our disposal to begin sharing much of the science, abstracts, surgical videos, clinical 
education and more, underscoring our specialty’s innovative and unwavering spirit.   
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Never in my medical career have I seen anything close to what the world is experiencing today but I am 
proud to stand alongside each of you as we navigate this difficult and challenging time together. As our 
members know, the AUA works to promote the highest standards of urological clinical care via the 3 
primary pillars of education, research and the formulation of health care policy. However,  advancing 
urology is more than that as it also means furthering the specialty in ways we might not traditionally think 
of, like the time, effort and sacrifices being made for the greater good of urology and the medical 
community as a whole.   
 
It has always been a pleasure to be a member of the AUA but it has been my very distinct honor to serve 
as President of an organization with such a steadfast commitment to the medical community and patients 
worldwide. The future of our specialty is incredibly bright, and I will be forever grateful to be a small part 
of its history.  
 
 
 


